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THE I'ORBSTRY-CONSERVATION COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

The Forestry-conservation Communications Association

(FCCA) hereby submits the following comments in response to

the above captioned proceeding in which the Commission

proposes to reclassify pUblic coast stations as non-dominate

common carriers and to allow private land mobile entities to

share certain maritime frequencies.

The FCCA is the FCC certified Part 90 radio frequency

coordinator for the Forestry-Conservation Radio Service.

FCCA also represents its parent organizations, the National

Association of State Foresters (NASF) and the International

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA), on

matters related to the radio communications. The members of

NASF and IAFWA provide a full range of pUblic safety related

service, including fire protection, law enforcement, and

emergency medical services over wide areas of state owned

and/or protected lands. No. of CopiesreC'd~
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FCCA supports the Commission's proposal to increase the

use of underutilized spectrum in certain areas of the

country on a non-interfering basis. Further, we urge the

Commission to extend sharing of these maritime channels to

public safety agencies operating in Part 90, Subpart B. The

FCCA feels the spectrum should be reused in a non­

destructive interference mode. The need to establish tower

heights, powers, ERP and other standards should be enforced

when there would be little or no interference to existing

users.

This is a very sensitive area within FCCA because many

natural resources agencies operate mooring facilities and

dock areas, thus we understand the importance of watercraft

safety. Therefore, we propose reuse of the spectrum on a

non-destructive interference basis. We propose the new user

not present a signal to an existing user station greater

than two-tenths of a microvolt at the receiver antenna port.

The FCCA has noted that there are many states where

Part 90, Subpart B users do not have spectrum available for

wide area coverage. Those areas include, but are not

limited to: inland areas in Eastern Washington and Oregon:

Idaho: Mesa and phoenix, Arizona: southeastern Ohio:

Southwestern Pennsylvania: and West virginia. These areas

do not necessarily have a great need for pUblic coastal
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stations, and therefore could accommodate pUblic safety

users on otherwise maritime channels.

The FCCA supports the proposed sharing of the maritime

channels, provided that Public Safety users are permitted to

share those frequencies so as to alleviate spectrum

shortages in many areas of the nation.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

FORESTRY CONSERVATION
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

June 1, 1993

By J~r8~ident
Maryland Department of Natural
Resources
Forestry and Wildlife
E1 Tawes Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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